Region 2 Report

NCTVAC Ft Worth area met to elect officers in September and also met again in October.
At the TAVAC meeting last Friday we had the pleasure of meeting Kevin Williams, JJ Jackson and Albert Smith who are Employment Specialists from Goodwill Industries.  They provided those who attended with some valuable information about their job placement programs, training programs and Camp Independence.  It was wonderful to hear from them and there was a great deal of interest in getting together again with them so we are scheduling a tour of the Goodwill Industries facility in Ft. Worth on January 20.  They will  provide us with lunch that day with a complete tour and presentation of their training and job placement programs.  They have made many changes so even if you have toured the facility in the past please plan to take a look at the changes on the 20th.

 

Next month we will have the benefit of hearing from Michael Deguchi from Life Planning on the new Medicaid Waiver changes and how those changes will impact the families we serve.  Please mark your calendars for Friday, November 18 to meet at Papa’s Burgers on I20 in Fort Worth to hear about more changes that impact what we do.

I am working on getting together with ESC 9 in Wichita Falls and ESC 14   Please send me any information about meetings or questions.

I am looking for good things to share from each district. 
 In Arlington, we never got away from doing Transition by age 14.  This year we have begun to invite all 6th graders (regardless of age) to their ARD's to help lead them.  We have had students use scripts, powerpoints, mobiles, circle maps, thinking maps, art projects, etc. Some of the 6th graders stay for the whole ARD and some of them do introductions, strengths, needs, transiton goals and then leave. while some others use switches, and photography albums to show what they are doing and what they have done.  We are hoping that by introducing them to the ARD process at an early age, they will be better able to advocate for themselves as they go through Jr. High and High School and on to College and Careers.

Richard Posner
Region 2 Representative

