Texas Association of

 Vocational Adjustment Coordinators Newsletter

                                    November 2, 2011
Board Meeting: Our first board meeting of the year was held on October 22 & 23 at the Hilton Dallas Lincoln Center, the location for the 2012 Conference. We have 28 TAVAC members from Region 5. Our president called the meeting to order.
Presidential Appointments:  The board is looking to fill the position of Liaison.

The Liaison must be a TAVAC member for the past 2 years. This person is the contact person with relevant professional organizations and agencies. The board would like to fill the position with someone coming with postsecondary experience. Berta Martinez from El Paso was appointed new Parliamentarian.

Treasurer’s Report: Martin Syatschk presented last years and this year’s report. The 2011 conference did not have the attendance of past years and therefore the locals will not receive any disbursements. 
ESC Liaison: Angelica Rodriguez reviewed information being presented by the ESCs.  
DRS Liaison: Mr.J.McCann stated that when a person opens up DARS website from home or school http://www.dars.state.tx.us/ they see a bar towards the top. Far left says ‘find services’.  Click on this and it opens a menu. Open the one that says ‘Vocational Rehabilitation’. There is a short video if the consumer wishes to watch. Below this it asks “Are VR Services Right for you.” Three simple questions and then it asks would you like someone to contact you. This goes to DARS Inquiries who get the request out to the appropriate field office.
2012 Conference Committee: Scheduled Monday, July 30, 2012 thru Wednesday, August 1, 2012. Denise Dudley reviewed “Conference At A Glance”. Theme: The Ride of Your Life. Speakers include: Dr. Lakshmi Mahadevan-“How to make ARD Meetings work for you”, TJ.Kroehle “Life Planning for Families of Special Needs”; Millie Gore “ Top Ten Things VACs Should Know”; Vicky Mitchell; Susan Nelson “Immigration Law” and Walsh Law Firm Transition and Vocational Hot Topics.
Constitution & Bylaws: Constitutional changes will be on the TAVAC Website for members to review and they will be able to vote on the changes during the 
Conference.
Website Committee: If you go the TAVAC website you can view how up to date the information is, including the 2011 Conference information. TAVAC is looking at Constant Contact: leading email marketing1, online survey2 and event marketing3 tools—help all types of small businesses and organizations create professional-looking emails, newsletters and assist with registration for the Conference.

Scholarship Committee: The Scholarship Application will be on the Website and
Due to Regional Reps by March 23, 2012.
Conference Sharing: TAVAC is considering having several cites hosting the Conference and surrounding regions sharing in hosting the conference and sharing of funds. Possible host cities could be San Antonio, Dallas, and Austin.
Region Review Committee: TAVAC is reviewing redistricting of those Regions that are having difficulty communicating within their Regions because of size and distance. We will be researching and reviewing several considerations.
For example Region 4 and Region 8. 

TAVAC/DRS Brochure: Develop a brochure that states how both organizations are working together.
Conference 2013: San Antonio is being considered to host the conference in 2013. San Antonio needs to find possible hotels. The next TAVAC board meeting will take place at the hotel selected by ADAVAC on January 21, 2012.
Donations: Possible donations to the conference can be bottled water, note pads, or table decorations.
ADAVAC NEWS
 VAC/Transition Meetings:  November 16, 2011, January 18, 2012, March 21, 2012, May 22, 2012. All meeting are held: 1:00-3:30 and there is no fee for meetings; however, pre-registration is preferred. We hope that you 
will be able to attend. Excellent information and good collaboration is a part of our meetings. We continue to welcome Larry Rodriguez to Region 20. 
Transition in Texas Workshop Dates: Nov.28, 2011, Feb. 14, 2012
Leaving a Clear Trail (2-day Comprehensive):  Nov. 30-Dec. 1, 2011, April 11-12, 2012
Leaving a Clear Trail (Review & Update): Feb. 23, 2012, May 24, 2012
 If you would like to become a member of TAVAC contact Maria Vargas. Dues are $25.00. 

Sincerely,

Maria Vargas 

TAVAC Region 5 Representative
